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BLOCKING TIME MAINTENANCE CIRCUIT
FOR ZVS CONVERTERS

FIELD OF INVENTION

The invention generally relates to switch mode power
converters, and more specifically to a blocking time main-
tenance circuit for resonant-transition zero voltage switch-
ing (ZVS) power converters which employ saturable core
reactors.

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION

The size of power converters in modem electronic equip-
ment has been reduced by designing converters which use
high switching frequencies. By operating at high
frequencies, the inductive and capacitive energy storage
devices in the power converters may be made smaller than
would otherwise be possible at lower frequencies. One
drawback of operating at higher frequencies is reduced
converter efficiency due to greater switching losses. These
switching losses are incurred when the transistor switches of
the converter are turned on.

Switching losses may be minimized by ensuring that the
transistors in the converter are only turned on when the
voltage and/or current across the transistors is as close to
zero as possible.

One class of converter, known as zero voltage, resonant-
transition converters, reduces switching losses by achieving
ZVS at a fixed switching frequency. U.S. Pat. No. 4,860,189
to Hitchcock discloses one such converter wherein zero
voltage switching is achieved by using energy stored in the
leakage inductance and magnetizing inductance of the pri-
mary of the main transformer during the primary on-time to
charge the parasitic capacitors of the field effect transistor
(FET) switches during the free-wheeling stage of operation.

U.S. Pat. No. 5,132,889 to Hitchcock et al. discloses an
improvement which enables the ZVS resonant-transition
converter to maintain operation over a full load range. The
improved converter includes an H-bridge or full bridge
switching circuit with FET switches in each leg thereof The
primary of a center-tapped transformer is connected across
the bridge. A saturable core reactor and an output rectifier
are connected in series with each secondary winding of the
center-tapped transformer. The saturable core reactors pro-
vide a blocking function which forces a freewheeling current
induced by the output inductor to substantially flow through
only one of the secondary windings for a predetermined time
interval (the “blocking interval”) of at least a portion of the
freewheeling stage of operation. By blocking current in one
half of the rectifier circuit during the freewheeling stage the
output inductor sustains a current in the secondary winding,
thereby inducing a current in the primary winding. The
current in the primary winding charges the parasitic capaci-
tance in the FET switches such that each FET is turned on
only when the voltage across it is near zero. In the absence
of the saturable reactors, the current induced by the output
inductor would be split between the two secondary windings
and would “cancel” each other out without inducing addi-
tional current in the primary winding. Without the additional
current in the primary winding there may not be enough
energy in the primary side of the transformer to charge/
discharge the parasitic capacitances of the FET switches in
order to achieve ZVS.

One shortcoming with the resonant-transition ZVS con-
verter stems from the fact that the blocking time interval
must remain relatively constant with respect to the switching
frequency. The blocking time, as well as the saturable
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reactors, are selected or designed with reference to a nomi-
nal input voltage. In some applications, such as telecommu-
nication applications where battery backup power may be
employed, or with arc welding equipment, the input voltage
may vary considerably from the nominal value. Saturable
core reactors, however, block a constant volt-time. Thus, as
the input voltage decreases the blocking time increases
which results in a decrease in the effective duty cycle of the
converter. This means that the blocking time is excessive for
low input voltages (relative to the nominal value) yet there
may not be enough blocking time for high input voltages.
So, for relatively low input voltages, the output voltage may
go out of regulation because there is not enough duty cycle,
and at relatively high input voltages, the converter may not
achieve ZVS because there is not enough blocking time.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

The invention provides a blocking time circuit which
solves the above-noted problem by varying the volt-time
product of the saturable core reactors as a function of the
input voltage. This ensures that the blocking time remains
relatively constant over wide ranges in the input voltage,
thereby ensuring that there is enough effective duty cycle to
maintain regulation at low input voltages (relative to a
nominal input voltage) and enabling ZVS switching at
relatively high input voltages.

Broadly speaking, the blocking time circuit, in combina-
tion with a saturable core reactor adapted to provide a
blocking time, comprises a peak detector for determining the
voltage applied across the saturable core reactor; biasing
means, comprising a current source, for resetting the cores
of the saturable reactors; and control means, connected to
the peak detector, for controlling the current source to
produce a core reset current having a magnitude correlated
to the applied voltage in order to maintain a relatively
constant blocking time over a range of applied voltages.

As applied to the resonant-transition ZVS converter, the
blocking time circuit comprises a peak detector, preferably
connected to the secondary side of the transformer, in order
to produce a signal having a magnitude proportional to the
input voltage. A biasing means, comprising a current source,
is provided in order reset the saturable core reactors in a
controlled manner. In the preferred embodiment, the biasing
means includes a reset winding applied to each saturable
core reactor, and the current source includes a transistor. A
control means, such as a voltage divider network, is con-
nected to the peak detector and the current source in order
to control the amount of reset current used to reset the core.
The magnitude of the reset current is correlated to the input
voltage, and hence the volt-time product of the saturable
reactors is correlated to the input voltage. Thus, for example,
when the input voltage drops below a nominal input voltage
the reset current drops accordingly so that the volt-time
product of the saturable reactors is decreased. This keeps the
blocking time relatively constant over a relatively wide input
voltage range.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

The foregoing and other aspects of the invention will
become more apparent from the following description of the
embodiments thereof and the accompanying drawings
which illustrate, by way of example only, the principles of
the invention. In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a circuit diagram of a resonant-transition ZVS
converter including a blocking time maintenance circuit
according to a preferred embodiment;
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FIG. 2 is a graph illustrating the constant volt-time
product of a saturable core reactor;

FIG. 3 is hysteresis loop graph of a saturable core reactor
illustrating the flux excursion paths experienced by the
reactor under various operating conditions;

FIG. 4 is a circuit diagram of the resonant-transition ZVS
converter wherein the blocking time maintenance circuit is
constructed according to a first alternative embodiment; and

FIG. 5 is a circuit diagram of the resonant-transition ZVS
converter wherein the blocking time maintenance circuit is
constructed according to a second alternative embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 illustrates a full bridge, resonant-transition, ZVS
converter 200 which comprises a switching circuit 202, and
a rectifier and output filter circuit 204 including two satu-
rable core reactors SR1 and SR2. The operation of the
converter 200 (excluding blocking time maintenance circuit
206) is fully described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,132,889 and hence
only the shortcomings thereof are discussed.

During the freewheeling stage of operation, the energy
stored in the output inductor L, induces a current to flow
in the center-tapped transformer secondary T1g. During each
freewheeling stage, one of the saturable reactors SR1 or SR2
is saturated and freely conducts while the other is in the high
inductance or blocking state, thus forcing the current pro-
vided by L,,+ to flow through the saturated reactor. As
described previously, by forcing current through only one
secondary winding, a reflected current is induced in the
primary winding T1, in order to enable the switching circuit
202 to achieve ZVS.

A saturable reactor can be characterized in its blocking
state by the equation

09}

di .
V()= L—, if i< Iy
dt

where L is the inductance exhibited by the saturable reactor
in the blocking state, i is the applied current, and I, is the
saturation current.

Let t, be the time required for the saturable reactor to
become saturated, and V the voltage across the reactor at that
time. Assuming a linear relationship, then
@

I
Vo L AT

Ip
and hence

V¥, =L *Ig,;=constant

©)

It will be seen from equation (3) that the saturable reactors
exhibit a constant volt-time product.

Referring to FIG. 1, it will be seen that the input voltage
V,a(t) is substantially applied across the transformer pri-
mary winding T1,. The voltages Vg, and Vg, across the
transformer secondary windings T1g, and T1g, will there-
fore respectively be +V ,(1)/N and =V ,(t)/N, where N is the
turns ratio of transformer T1. Thus, during the start of the
power stage the (absolute) voltage across the saturable core
reactor which is in the blocking state is approximately
2V (/N

Accordingly, if the input voltage V,(t) drops from a
nominal input voltage V. nvoar t0 @ lower voltage Va7 ows

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

the blocking time t, of the saturable core reactors win
increase in proportion 0 Vi nvor/Vinzow (or in other
words, inversely proportional to the percentage difference x
between V,y yonrand Vo ; ous 1.€6., Where Vi, ou=x* Vo
~oa). This characteristic is also graphically portrayed in
FIG. 2 wherein it will be noted that the volt-time product,
represented by the area under a graph line, remains constant
when the voltage across the saturable core reactor drops
from 2V xoa/N (graph line 302 ) to 2V,y; ow/N (graph
line 304), thereby causing the blocking time to increase by
a factor 1/x from t, yoar ot (i€, t,'=1X%t, nvonrr)-

The drop in the input voltage from V,y nvoa, may be
caused by various factors including a switch from line
voltage (supplied by the electric utility company) to battery
backup power in an uninterruptible power supply. It is
possible to maintain the input voltage at a constant level
during drops in the supply by providing very large input
capacitors to smooth out voltage drops. However, this solu-
tion requires expensive and large capacitors and only solves
the problem for temporary drops in the input voltage.

The blocking time t,' may assume a period longer than is
required to achieve ZVS in the switching circuit 202. The
increased blocking time reduces the effective duty cycle of
the converter such that Vi, -(t) goes out of regulation, i.e.,
falls below its desired level. This problem is more easily
appreciated by reference to the equation,

D=Viy(1)
N

Q)

Vour(®) =

where D is equal to the duty cycle.

For example, a converter may have a nominal input
voltage V,n xonr 0f 400V, and a desired regulated output
voltage V7 of 25V. At 400V, the saturable reactors in this
particular example have a blocking time of 300
nanoseconds, and the maximum duty cycle (D,.5) is 0.9 in
a one microsecond switching period. If V,(t) drops to 300V
(€. Vinrow=0.75*V x nvoar) the blocking time t, of the
saturable reactors increases by a factor of 1.33 to 400
nanoseconds. The extra 100 nanoseconds of blocking time
could reduce D, 5 to 0.8, whereby the maximum V- falls
by about 10%.

If in the above example the converter is required to
provide a particular output voltage for input voltages in the
range of 400V to 300V, then the converter must be designed
to accommodate reductions in the maximum duty cycle. In
order to accommodate a given drop in the input voltage, the
transformer turns ratio N may be correspondingly reduced.
However, it is desirable for the transformer T1 to have as
high a turns ratio N as possible. This is because a higher
turns ratio means less current flowing in the switching
circuit 202 which results in lower power dissipation. There
are thus competing goals involved in the design of the
converter 200. On the one hand it is desirable to have a high
turns ratio to minimize power dissipation (which is propor-
tional to I?) and on the other hand the turns ratio should be
low enough so that the output voltage remains in regulation
over wide ranges in the input voltage.

The preferred embodiment overcomes the above-noted
problems by including a blocking time maintenance cir-
cuitry 206 which operates to prevent the nominal blocking
time t, yops from substantially changing in the event the
input voltage V. drops. This is accomplished by altering the
volt-time product of the saturable reactors SR1 and SR2 as
a function of the input voltage V(1)

The blocking time maintenance circuitry comprises a
peak detector (such as circuit 210 discussed below) which is
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connected to the secondary side of the transformer T1 in
order to produce a signal having a magnitude proportional to
the input voltage V5. A biasing means (such as circuit 209
discussed below), comprising a current source, is provided
for resetting the cores of saturable of reactors SR1 and SR2
in a controlled manner. A control means (such as circuit 214
discussed below) is connected to the peak detector in order
to control the current source. The control means causes the
current source to supply a reset current to the cores of the
saturable reactors SR1 and SR2, the magnitude of which is
correlated to the percentage difference between the nominal
input voltage V,y_yoar and the actual input voltage V (t).

The magnitude of the reset current may be understood by
reference to flux excursion loops 310 and 312 shown in FIG.
3. Loop 310 represents the flux excursion path experienced
by the saturable core reactors under nominal conditions, i.e.
when V)=V x.non- More particularly, point 320 is the
point at which the core is fully reset. The flux excursion from
point 320 to point 322 represents the blocking state which
occurs during the freewheeling stage of operation. The
change in the magnetic flux (AB) from point 320 to point
322 is equal to the volt-time product provided by the
saturable reactor, from which the blocking interval t, is
derived. At point 322, the core is saturated. As the current
inducing a magnetic flux in the core is reduced to zero, the
core reaches a bias condition (H=0) at point 324. A nominal
negative or “reset” current Izgerrnoasr provided by the
parasitic capacitances C5 or C6 of output diodes DS and D6,
or alternatively by an auxiliary reset current, causes the
saturable core to return to its initial state at point 320 and
thus “resets” the core.

When the input voltage falls below V5 _aoas it is desired
to reduce the volt-time product (i.e. AB) so that the blocking
time remains at t,_yoa, This is accomplished by controlling
the amount of reset current provided on the flux excursion
path from point 324 to the core reset point. If the reset
current Iz qp7 1s less than the nominal reset current Igpgorq.
~ow, the flux excursion path will follow loop 312 so that the
core will reset at point 320" instead of point 320. On the next
cycle, the blocking state corresponds to the flux excursion
from point 320' to point 322. It will be noticed that AB from
point 320' to point 322 is less than AB from point 320 to
point 322, so that the volt-time product, and hence the
blocking time provided by the core, is reduced. The mag-
nitude of the reset current to keep the blocking interval t,
relatively constant will depend on the hysteresis (i.e. BH)
loop of the saturable core material, but is correlated to the
percentage difference x between the nominal input voltage
V n-~onr a0d the actual input voltage V,(t). In the preferred
embodiment, as explained in greater detail below, a gener-
ally linear relationship is employed so that when V(t)=x
Vinnoss Ireser=X* Ireser-nomr

In the preferred embodiment shown in FIG. 1, the peak
detector is provided by negative peak voltage detection
circuit 210 which comprises diodes D7 and D8 and a
capacitor Cp. This circuit senses Vg, and V,. During the
power stage of the first half cycle of the operation of
converter 200, Vg, is positive but Vg, is negative such that
D7 conducts and C, is charged, whereby node 212 exhibits
a voltage equal to the negative peak value of Vg, (which
corresponds to —peak(|V (t)/N])). Similarly, during the
power stage of the second half cycle of the operation of
converter 200, V, is positive but Vg, is positive such that
D8 conducts and C, is charged, whereby node 212 exhibits
a voltage equal to the negative peak value of Vg, (which also
corresponds to —peak(|V,(t)/N])). Capacitor Cp preferably
exhibits a low capacitance in order to enable the negative
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6

peak detection circuit 210 to quickly respond to fast varying
input voltage levels.

The control means of the preferred embodiment is a
voltage divider network 214 which comprises resistors R2
and R3 connected as shown. Resistor R2 is shown connected
to a supply terminal 214. If this terminal is not available,
resistor R2 may be connected to V- at node 218 since the
output voltage is relatively constant. R2 and R3 each have
a relatively high resistance in order to keep the current
through these resistors low and reduce power losses. How-
ever the resistances must be low enough to allow C, to
discharge somewhat between power stages so that the nega-
tive peak detection circuit 210 responds quickly to changes
in the input voltage.

The biasing means of the preferred embodiment includes
additional reset windings 208z nd 208b applied to each
saturable core reactor SR1 and SR2 in an opposite polarity
as shown in FIG. 1. The reset windings 208 are connected
in series with resistor R1, diode D9 and the drain of a
transistor Q5. These components collectively compose cir-
cuit 209. The source of transistor QS is connected to ground,
and the gate of transistor QS is connected to the output of the
voltage divider network 214. Circuit 209 is shown con-
nected to the supply terminal 214; however, if this terminal
is not available, the series combination may be connected to
Vour at node 218.

The current source of the biasing means is provided by the
parasitic capacitances C5 and C6 (of diodes D5 and D6) and
transistor Q5. In the preferred embodiment, capacitances C5
and C6 provide the nominal reset current Iz or7 vons (€.,
the negative current required for the flux excursion between
points 324 and 320 in FIG. 3). Thus, given the polarity of the
reset windings 208, QS5 provides a current which increases
as V(1) drops in order to reduce the net reset current
applied to the cores of the saturable reactors SR1 and SR2.
The values of R2 and R3 are selected such that when
ViD=V xynons then the output of the voltage divider,
Vs> 18 such that Q5 is OFF and no current flows through the
reset windings 208. As V(t) drops, Vg rises causing Q5
to conduct and hence current to flow through the reset
windings 208. Resistor R1 limits the current generated by
Q5. In the preferred embodiment, Q5 is operated in the
triode region and thus the current provided by QS is
inversely proportional to V,(t), although the net reset
current applied to each saturable reactor core (due to the
reverse current of D5 or D6 and the counteracting current of
Q5) is generally linearly proportional to V,(t).

It will also be appreciated that in some applications, the
reverse current provided by the output diodes D5 and D6 is
insufficient to provide the nominal reset current, Iz or7 vonr
In this case, as shown in converter 400 of FIG. 4, the polarity
of the reset windings 208 are reversed in comparison to
converter 200 so that the current provided by a current
source 220 is added to the diode reverse current (as opposed
to counteracting this current in converter 200) in order to
provide Ipz o7 voar In this embodiment, the current gener-
ated by current source 220 is proportional to V (t).

In another alternative embodiment shown as converter
500 in FIG. 5, the biasing means may omit reset windings
208 such that a current source 230 supplies current directly
to the sole windings of SR1 and SR2 as shown. In this
embodiment, the current source 230 also generates current in
proportion to V (1), but it will be noted that the direction of
the current is opposite to that of current source 220 in
converter 400.

The discussion above relates to converters in which the
saturable reactors SR1 and SR2 have cores made of a soft
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magnetic material. It will be understood by those skilled in
the art that the principles of the invention may be similarly
applied to converters which employ saturable reactors with
cores having square BH loop characteristics. Similarly, those
skilled in the art will appreciate that other modifications and
variations may be made to the embodiments disclosed herein
without departing from the spirit of the invention.

I claim:

1. An improvement in a full bridge resonant-transition

ZVS power converter comprising a power switching circuit 10

connected to a transformer having a primary side and a
secondary side having two secondary windings, wherein
each transformer secondary winding has a saturable core
reactor and an output rectifier connected in series therewith
in order to cause an unequal current distribution during a
freewheeling interval of operation, said improvement com-
prising:

a peak detector, connected to the secondary side of the
transformer, for producing a signal having a magnitude
proportional to an input voltage applied across the
primary side of the transformer;

biasing means, comprising a current source, for resetting
the cores of the saturable reactors; and

control means, connected to the peak detector, for con-
trolling the current source to produce a reset current in
accordance with the percentage difference between a
nominal input voltage and an actual input voltage in
order to maintain a relatively constant blocking time
over an input voltage range.

2. The improvement according to claim 1, wherein the
reset current generated by the current source is generally
proportional to the percentage difference between the nomi-
nal input voltage and the input voltage.

3. The improvement according to claim 2, wherein the
current source comprises at least one of (i) a transistor
connected to the saturable reactors, and (ii) a reverse current
provided by the output rectifiers.

4. The improvement according to claim 3, wherein the
biasing means comprise a reset winding applied to the core
of each saturable reactor, said reset windings being con-
nected in series with said transistor.

5. The improvement according to claim 4, wherein the
control means comprises a voltage divider network having a
center node connected to a base or gate input of the
transistor.

6. The improvement according to claim 1, wherein the
current source comprises at least one of (i) a transistor
connected to the saturable reactors, and (ii) a reverse current
provided by the output rectifiers.

7. The improvement according to claim 6, wherein the
biasing means comprise a reset winding applied to the core
of each saturable reactor, said reset windings being con-
nected in series with said transistor.

8. The improvement according to claim 7, wherein the
control means comprises a voltage divider network having a
center node connected to a base or gate input of the
transistor.

9. An improvement in a full bridge resonant-transition
ZVS power converter comprising a power switching circuit
connected to a transformer having a primary side and a
secondary side having two secondary windings, wherein
each transformer secondary winding has a saturable core
reactor and an output rectifier connected in series therewith

8

in order to cause an unequal current distribution during a
freewheeling interval of operation, said improvement com-
prising:
a peak detector, connected to the secondary side of the
5 transformer, for producing a signal having a magnitude
proportional to an input voltage applied across the
primary side of the transformer;

biasing means, comprising a current source, for resetting
the cores of the saturable reactors; and

control means, connected to the peak detector, for con-
trolling the current source to produce a reset current
having a magnitude correlated to the input voltage in
order to maintain a relatively constant blocking time
over an input voltage range.

10. An improvement in a full bridge resonant-transition
ZVS power converter comprising a power switching circuit
connected to a transformer having a primary side and a
secondary side having two secondary windings, wherein
each transformer secondary winding has a saturable core
reactor and an output rectifier connected in series therewith
in order to cause an unequal current distribution during a
freewheeling interval of operation, said improvement com-
prising:

a peak detector, connected to the secondary side of the
transformer, for producing a signal having a magnitude
proportional to an input voltage applied across the
primary side of the transformer;

15

20

biasing means, comprising a current source, for resetting

the cores of the saturable reactors; and

control means, connected to the peak detector, for con-

trolling the current source to produce a reset current
having a magnitude proportional to the input voltage in
order to maintain a relatively constant blocking time
over an input voltage range.

11. A circuit in combination with a saturable core reactor
adapted to provide a blocking time, said circuit for main-
taining a generally constant blocking time and comprising:

a peak detector for determining the voltage applied across

the saturable core reactor;

biasing means, comprising a current source, for resetting

the cores of the saturable reactors; and

control means, connected to the peak detector, for con-

trolling the current source to produce a reset current
having a magnitude correlated to the applied voltage in
order to maintain a relatively constant blocking time
over a range of applied voltages.

12. The circuit according to claim 11, wherein the reset
current generated by the current source is generally propor-
tional to the percentage difference between a nominal
applied voltage and the applied voltage.

13. The circuit according to claim 11, wherein the current
source comprises a transistor connected to the saturable
reactor.

14. The circuit according to claim 12, wherein the biasing
means comprises a reset winding applied to the core of the
saturable reactor, said reset winding being connected in
series with said current source.

15. The circuit according to claim 13, wherein the control
means comprises a voltage divider network having a center
node connected to a base or gate input of the transistor.
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