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DC-DC CONVERTER WITH RESET CONTROL
FOR ENHANCED ZERO-VOLT SWITCHING

This invention relates to DC to DC power supply
design and more particularly to zero-volt switching full
bridge and magnetic amplifier controlled auxiliary out-
puts.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The power converter portion of modern electronic
equipment tends to be bulky and is often the limiting
factor when attempting to miniaturize. In reducing
power converter size, designers have turned to in-
creased switching frequencies. Higher frequencies
allow for smaller lighter inductive and capacitive en-
ergy storage devices, but also bring with them increased
switching power losses.

The power dissipation of DC-DC power converters
can be reduced by using zero-voltage switching (ZVS)

techniques. Zero-voltage switching occurs when a’

power device begins conduction with a near zero-volt-
age across the device. Achieving zero-voltage switch-
ing over a large range of line voltages and loads is desir-
able to reduce electromagnetic interference. A practical
example of zero-voltage switching occurs in the power
devices of a phase-shifted full bridge converter under
certain conditions.

U.S. Pat. No. 4,811,187, issued Mar. 7, 1989 to
Nakajima et al discloses a magnetic-amplifier control
scheme for a standard full bridge and is shown in FIG.
1. However, the magnetic-amplifier control will not
work with a zero-volt switching full bridge, such as the
ones shown in U.S. Pat. Nos. 4,860,189 and 5,132,889,
both of which are hereby incorporated by reference.
FIG. 2 shows the timing chart associated with FIG. 1
for operating the magnetic-amplifier control with a
standard full bridge. Standard full bridge switching is
controlled to achieve the desired output voltage V.

In a standard full bridge with magnetic amplifier
control, the saturable reactors are used to block a por-
tion of the primary on-time resulting in a decrease of
duty cycle to separately control the output Vy. This
decrease in duty cycle is shown in FIG. 2, between the
time TO and T1, where V cis the blocking voltage of the
saturable reactor. The change in duty cycle can be seen
by comparing Vs with Vg, where Vg is the voltage
induced in the secondary winding and Vris the voltage
applied to the output inductor, between time TO and T2.
However, a freewheeling diode 32 is needed to provide
an alternate path for output inductor current 31 during
the time the primary 15 is not conducting current. It is
not possible to have both forward diodes 25 and 27
conduct one-half of the inductor current as the main
winding does, since one of the cores of the saturable
reactors 47 or 49 was reset during the previous on-time
and must block following this off-time. This results in
the secondary current dropping to zero amperes and
therefore no primary current will flow during the free-
wheeling interval of T2 through T4.

In a ZVS full bridge, it is necessary to have the pri-
mary current flowing during the primary clamped inter-
val as disclosed, for example, in U.S. Pat. No. 5,132,889.
Previous magnetic amplifiers do not allow the forward
diodes and their corresponding saturable reactor to
conduct until after the blocking interval. It would be
advantageous for the forward diode to conduct as
above and to also force the diode to continue conduct-

5

10

15

20

25

35

40

45

35

65

2

ing during both the primary clamped interval and dur-
ing the first part of the next primary “on-time” while
the opposite saturable reactor is blocking. It would be .
advantageous to have the zero-volt switching action to
be improved or at least unaffected with a magnetic
amplifier used on an auxiliary output.

It is an object of the present invention to provide one
or more regulated auxiliary voltages from a single zero-
volt full bridge power stage without degrading the
zero-volt switching action.

It is a further object of the present invention to pro-
vide one or more regulated auxiliary voltages from a
single zero-volt full bridge power stage without using a
freewheeling diode in the output stage.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one aspect of the present invention a DC to DC
converter with separately regulated outputs is pro-
vided. A zero voltage switching full bridge supplies
alternating voltage pulses of opposite polarities spaced
from one another by a controlled time duration. A
transformer with a primary winding and a first and
second secondary winding is provided, with the pri-
mary winding connected to the output of the full
bridge. The primary winding is periodically clamped by
said fuil bridge between pulses of opposite polarities. A
first output means is connected to the first secondary
winding for providing a first output voltage controlled
by the switching of the full bridge. A second output
means is coupled to the second secondary winding and
includes a magnetic amplifier. The magnetic amplifier
has an inductor, first and second diodes, and first and
second saturable reactors, with each saturable reactor
including a gate winding. The first end of the gate wind-
ings of the first and second saturable reactors is con-
nected to either end of the second secondary winding,
the other end of the gate windings of the first and sec-
ond saturable reactors is connected through the first
and second diodes to one end of the inductor. The out-
put voltage of the magnetic amplifier is available be-
tween the other end of the inductor and an intermediate
tap of the second secondary winding. The magnetic
amplifier further includes reset control means for reset-
ting the first and second saturable reactors in response
to the output voltage, so that a path for flyback current
from the inductor is provided through one of the gate
windings, one of the diodes, the second secondary
winding, and the intermediate tap during the controlled
time durations, thereby permitting zero volt switching
action in the full bridge.

In another aspect of the present invention 2 method
of operating a magnetic amplifier with saturable reac-
tors to provide a regulated auxiliary output voltage for
a zero volt switching bridge coupled to the bridge
through a transformer is provided. Current from the
transformer is carried to an auxiliary output inductor
through a gate winding of a first saturable reactor after
the transformer receives a first polarity pulse and the
first saturable core saturates. The second saturable core
is reset while the gate winding of the first saturable core
is carrying current to the inductor from the trans-
former. The amount of core reset is responsive to the
auxiliary output. Current from the output inductor is
provided through a gate winding of a first saturable
reactor to the transformer after the first polarity pulse
ceases and before a pulse of opposite polarity is pro-
vided by the transformer. Current from the transformer
is carried to the auxiliary output inductor through a
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gate winding of the second saturable reactor after the
transformer receives a second polarity pulse and the
second saturable core saturates. The first saturable
core’s reset is responsive to the auxiliary output, while
the second saturable gate winding is carrying current
from the transformer to the inductor. Current from the
output inductor is provided through a gate winding of
the second saturable reactor to the transformer after the
second polarity pulse ceases and before a pulse of the
first polarity is provided by the transformer.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

FIG. 1is a schematic overview of a prior art standard
full bridge with a magnetic amplifier controlled output.

FIGS. 2A-H show the resulting waveforms for the
prior art circuit of FIG. 1 on a common time scale, with
FIGS. 4A-D showing the gate pulses for transistors
11-14, respectively, FIG. 4E showing the secondary
voltage Vs, FIG. F showing the voltage V¢ across the
saturable reactor gate winding, FIG. 4G shows the
current Ic, through the gate winding of the saturable
reactor 47, and FIG. 4H shows the voltage Vrsupplied
to the output inductor 31.

FIG. 3 is a schematic representation a magnetic am-
plifier for zero-volt switching.

FIGS. 4A-I show the resulting waveforms for the
preferred embodiment, on a common time scale, FIGS.
4A-D show the gate pulses for transistors 51-54, re-
spectively, FIG. 4E shows the secondary voltage Vs,
FIG. 4F shows the voltage across the saturable reactor
gate winding V¢, FIG. 4G shows the current Ic,
through the gate winding of the saturable reactor 73,
and FIG. 4H shows the voltage Vg supplied to the
output inductor 77.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

Zero-voltage switching is desirable because, as the
switching frequency increases, switching losses increase
proportionally in the primary switches of the standard
full bridge. Zero-voltage switching eliminates these
losses at turn-on which allows a higher switching fre-
quency to be used. With zero-volt switching, there is
less electromagnetic interference (EMI) generated
since, the switches are already at zero volts when they
turn on.

Referring now to FIG. 3, a power stage comprising a
zero-volt switching phase-shifted full bridge is shown.
MOSFET switches 51 and 53 are connected in series
between the rails of the DC power source 55 and in
paraliel with series connected MOSFET 52 and 54,
which are also connected between the rails of the DC
power source. In one method of zero-voltage switch-
ing, MOSFET switches 51, 52, 53, and 54 operate at a
fixed frequency, and the on-time of diagonally conduct-
ing power devices (transistors 11 and 14 and transistors
12 and 13) is not varied as in a pwm bridge, but rather
the power devices in each leg (one leg having transis-
tors 51 and 53, and the other leg having transistors 52
and 54) are made to alternately conduct at a duty cycle
of approaching 50%. Alternatively, zero-voltage
switching techniques are shown in U.S. Pat. Nos.
4,860,189 and 5,132,889. Different zero-voltage switch-
ing full bridge techniques all provide for periodically
clamping the output of the full bridge to permit circulat-
ing currents to flow in the full bridge, which in turn
allows the transfer of charge in the parasitic capaci-
tances of the switching devices which allows zero-
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4
voltge switching when the devices are turned on. The
phase-shift between the operation of the devices in each
of the legs determines when diagonal switches are con-
ducting at the same time and therefore supplying power
to a load. By varying the phase-shift, the resulting out-
put voltage can be pulse width modulated. The primary
56 of transformer 59 is connected between the junction
of transistors 51 and 53, and the junction of transistors
52 and 54. The transformer 59 is shown with two center
tapped secondary windings 61 and 63. Secondary wind-
ing 61 has a main output section 65 which can be of the
type shown in U.S. Pat. No. 5,157,592. Secondary wind-
ing 63 supplies an auxiliary circuit which provides a
regulated output. The auxiliary circuit includes a full
wave center tapped secondary rectifier with diodes 67
and 71 having their anodes connected through a respec-
tive one of saturable reactors 72 and 76, to opposite ends
of the secondary winding 63. The cathodes of the di-
odes 67 and 71 are connected together. The dotted end
of secondary winding 63 is connected to the dotted end
of saturable reactor gate winding 73. The dot conven-

tion is used to indicate the relative polarity of coils, such

as between the primary and secondary windings and
between saturable reactor gate windings and' control
windings at any particular instant, with the dotted ends
of the coils having the same relative polarity. The dot-
ted end: of saturable reactor gate winding 75 is con-
nected to one end of secondary winding 63. The anodes
of diodes 67 and 71 are connected through output in-
ductor 77 to the positive DC output of the auxiliary
circuit. The center tapped connection of the secondary
coil 63 provides the negative DC output of the auxiliary
circuit. Connected in parallel between the positive and
negative DC output terminals of the auxiliary circuit are
an output capacitor 81 and a bleed resistor 83 in parallel
with one another. A magnetic amplifier control 85 re-
ceives as an input signal, the output voltage of the auxil-
iary circuit V] and controls a reset current through
control windings 87 and 89 associated with saturable
reactors 72 and 76, respectively. The dotted end of
control winding 87 for saturable reactor 72 is connected
to the dotted end of saturable reactor gate winding 75.
The other end of the control winding 87 is connected to
the anode of a diode 91. The cathode of diode 91 is
connected to the magnetic amplifier control 85. Control
winding 89 for saturable reactor 76 has its dotted end
connected to the dotted end of saturable reactor gate
winding 73. The other end of control winding 89 is
connected to the anode of a diode 93. The cathode of
diode 93 is connected to the cathode of diode 91.

The transformer primary current flowing at turn-off
of one transistor of the zero volt full bridge charges the
parasitic capacitances of that transistor while reducing
the charge on the parasitic capacitances of the other
transistor in the same leg, thereby reducing the voltage
across the other transistor, which is also the next transis-
tor to be turned on. As a condition of zero-voltage
switching the turn-on of the transistor in the same leg
with the transistor that was just turned off, must be
delayed, until the voltage across the transistor has been
reduced to near zero. For a pair of transistors in the
same leg, the time required to charge the capacitances
of the tramsistor being turned off and discharge the
transistor to be turned on, is inversely proportional to
the square of the magnitude of current established be-
fore the switching interval. Magnetic amplifier control
85 is a control loop to vary the reset current of the
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saturable reactors to provide a regulated output volt-
age.

FIG. 4 shows the timing waveforms for the preferred
embodiment. Waveforms Vgs1 through V gs4shows the
timing waveforms for the Power MOSFET devices
used to achieve one method of zero-volt switching as
set forth in U.S. Pat. No. 5,132,889.

At the beginning of period TO through T1, the satura-
ble reactor 47 is in a blocking state. The blocking char-
acteristics of the saturable reactors are controlled by the
magnetic amplifier which applies the reset current and
voltage, during the off time of each diode. By varying
the reset-volt time, the resulting voltage applied at out-
put inductor 31 (shown as Vg) between TO and T2
changes. The time interval between T2 and T3 is the
primary clamped mode, with the output inductor 31
supplying the energy. This current (I¢) will continue to
flow through the diode 25 with saturable reactor 47
saturated, since saturable reactor 49 is in a blocking
state. The secondary voltage (V) is approximately zero
volts during this time interval. At the beginning of the
next primary “on-time” (T3 to T4), Vgis negative with
saturable reactor 49 in a blocking state and the current
Ic continues to flow through diode 25. The time inter-
val between T4 and TS shows saturable reactor 49 has
saturated and saturable reactor 47 is being reset. With
saturable reactor 47 out of saturation, I¢is down to zero
amperes. The reverse volt-time provided by the reset
current in the control windings is applied to saturable
reactor 47 while saturable reactor 49 is saturated during
the turn-on interval (T4 to T5). With conventional mag-
netic amplifiers a third freewheeling diode is necessary
to assure each diode has an off time to allow its core to
remain reset. However, with the zero-volt phase-shift
switching technique (see for example, U.S. Pat. Nos.
4,860,189 and 5,132,889) the diode 25 that was conduct-
ing during the secondary “on-time” (T1 to T2) must
continue to conduct all of the current during the pri-
mary clamped interval (T2 to T3). This allows the out-
put inductor current to provide energy to the primary
circuit capacitance during each resonant transition in-
terval which is necessary for zero-volt switching over
the widest line and load conditions. Since saturable
reactor 47 was being reset during the time T1 to T2, it
will block during the primary clamped interval T2 to
T3. Since the secondary is at zero volts, saturable reac-
tor 47 blocks at nearly zero volts which is easily done
without a freewheeling diode. Most of the blocking
volt-time for saturable reactor 49 occurs from T3 to T4
to alter the voltage, V. If, as with conventional mag-
netic amplifiers, a third freewheeling diode were used,
the output inductor current would be diverted through
it and the current wouldn’t be available to discharge the
capacitance of the primary switches to zero volts prior
to their being turned on. There is a phase-shift of the
diode current (secondary current) with respect to the
secondary voltage and each diode conducts 50% of the
time. The magnetic amplifier, as described above, and
shown in FIG. 3, now can be used with a zero-volt
phase-shifted full bridge and its current is now available
to enhance the zero-volt switching process while elimi-
nating the third output diode.

Shown is one way to control the blocking state of the
saturable reactors to achieve the desired waveforms.
Other ways of accomplishing this both with and with-
out an external winding on the saturable reactors will be
obvious to those skilled in the art.
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6

The foregoing has described a DC to DC converter
with one or more regulated auxiliary voltages from a
single zero-volt full bridge power stage which does not
degrade the zero-volt switching action and which does
not use a freewheeling diode in the output stage.

While the invention has been particularly shown and
described with reference to a preferred embodiment
thereof, it will be understood by those skilled in the art
that various changes in form and details may be made
therein without departing from the spirit and scope of
the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A DC to DC converter with separately regulated
outputs comprising;:

a zero voltage switching full bridge, for providing
alternating voltage pulses of opposite polarities
spaced from one another by a controlled time dura-
tion;

a transformer having a primary winding and a first
and second secondary windings, said primary
winding connected to the output of said full bridge,
said primary winding being periodically clamped
by said full bridge between said alternating voltage
pulses;

first output means connected to said first secondary
winding for providing a first output voltage con-
trolled by the switching of said full bridge;

second output means coupled to said second second-
ary winding including a magnetic amplifier, said
amplifier having an inductor, first, second, third,
and fourth diodes, first and second saturable reac-
tors, each of said saturable reactors including a gate
winding and a control winding, a first end of the
gate windings of said first and second saturable
reactors connected to either end of said second
secondary winding, the other end of the gate wind-
ings of said first and second saturable reactors con-
nected through the first and second diodes to one
end of said inductor, a first end of the control wind-
ings of said first and second saturable reactors con-
nected to either end of said second secondary
winding, the other end of the control windings of
said first and second saturable reactors connected
through the third and fourth diodes to a magnetic
amplifier reset control means, the output voltage of
the magnetic amplifier available between the other
end of said inductor and an intermediate tap of said
second secondary winding, said magnetic amplifier
reset control means for resetting said first and sec-
ond saturable reactors responsive to said output
voltage, thereby permitting zero volt switching
action in said full bridge.

2. The DC to DC converter of claim 1, further com-
prising an output capacitor connected across the second
output and a bleed resistor connected in parallel with
said capacitor.

3. The DC to DC convertor of claim 1, wherein said
reset control means comprises control windings associ-
ated with each of said saturable reactors for resetting
said saturable reactors.

4. A method of operating a magnetic amplifier with
saturable reactors to provide a regulated auxiliary out-
put voltage for a zero volt switching bridge coupled to
said magnetic amplifier through a transformer, compris-
ing the steps of:

a) carrying current from the transformer to an auxil-

iary output inductor through a gate winding of a
first saturable reactor after said transformer re-
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ceives a first polarity pulse and said first saturable
‘core saturates;

b) resetting a second saturable core responsive to the
auxiliary output voltage;

c) providing current from the output inductor only
through the gate winding of the first saturable
reactor to the transformer after said first polarity
pulse ceases and before a pulse of opposite polarity
is provided by said transformer, said current from
the output inductor discharging the capacitance of
primary switches of the zero volt switching bridge;
d) carrying current from the transformer to the auxil-
iary output inductor through a gate winding of said
second saturable reactor after said transformer
receives a second polarity pulse and said second
saturable core saturates;

e) resetting the first saturable core responsive to the
auxiliary output; and
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f) providing current from the output inductor only
through the gate winding of the second saturable
reactor to the transformer after said second polar-
ity pulse ceases and before a pulse of the first polar-
ity is provided by said transformer, said current
from the output inductor discharging the capaci-
tance of primary switches of the zero volt switch-
ing bridge.

5. The method of claim 4 further comprising the step
of continuing to carry current through the gate winding
of said first saturable reactor to the transformer from
said inductor, when said pulse of opposite polarity be-
gins, until said second saturable reactor core saturates;
said step occurring after step c), and further comprising
the step of continuing to carry current through the gate
winding of said second saturable reactor to the trans-
former from said inductor when said pulse of the first
polarity begins, until said first saturable reactor core

saturates; said step occurring after step f.
* * x * x
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